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19 July 2021 

 

To St Saviour’s congregation 

 

 

Dear friends, 

  

As you will be aware, today marks the Government’s move to step 4 of the ‘Roadmap out of 

Lockdown’. The approach taken by the Government in this step is to remove most coronavirus 

legislation and to promote guidance that emphasises the personal and corporate responsibility of 

individuals and organisations to protect others and themselves. 

  

The responsibility for making decisions about what happens in church settings and at events lies with 

the incumbent. As the Vicar of St Saviour’s it is my duty to ensure that we provide a welcoming venue 

where all may feel safe and can flourish. Having consulted with the churchwardens and my staff 

colleagues, I have decided that until further notice we will continue with our most recent practice, 

namely that when in church everyone is expected: 

 

• To wear a mask, unless they are a child or are medically exempt, or are singing in the choir or 

reading. 

• To sanitise their hands upon entry and before receiving Holy Communion. 

• To check in using the NHS Test and Trace app, or register their details with a steward. 

• To avoid touching areas unnecessarily. 

• To ensure that they observe 1m+ social distancing at all times. 

• To follow the directions of the stewards on duty. 

•  

• To be aware that other people might be anxious and/or are clinically extremely vulnerable. 

I am pleased that at St Saviour’s we have had a lively return to public worship, and yesterday all three 

services, including the Confirmation Mass with the Bishop of London, were well-attended. Key to this is 

providing a safe environment, which we will continue to do. 

 

Three final points: 

 

1. Singing 

Although reintroducing congregational singing is permitted, now is not the time at St Saviour’s. A 

number of our members are clinically extremely vulnerable to Covid-19, and whilst vaccines offer 

considerable protection, there is still a risk. For the next few weeks we will continue to be led musically 

by the organ and our singers, with the choir in August consisting of a Choral Scholar and up to five 

volunteers. If you are interested in joining them please contact Richard Gowers at music@stsp.org.uk 
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2. Stewards, readers and altar servers 

We continue to be really short of people across these areas of ministry, and I urge everyone to play an 

active part. Unless more people come forward to assist at the Sung Mass we will quite likely be forced 

to cancel services because there are insufficient volunteers to keep us safe. Please let us know about 

your availability to assist by contacting Nicola Parish at office@stsp.org.uk  

 

3. Socialising 

It is great to catch up with people on Sundays, but at present there is no one to serve refreshments. The 

Dedication Festival picnic worked well yesterday, and is worth repeating for those who are interested. 

Two Sundays have been identified when, weather permitting, we can gather in St George’s Square 

Gardens from noon: 1 and 15 August. Please note the dates! 

  

With prayers and best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Matthew Catterick 
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